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HAHA! 
SORRY! 
SORRY! 
A DREAM 
= WHERE I 
I'LL GET TALKED TO 
SHOKO 
MAD IF 
YOU DO IT NORMALLY. 


AGAIN! 


GOING TO THAT WAS 


GREAT, 
WIN FOR CLASS! 


LET'S GO\ FOR SOME 
TO THAT REASON, IN 
! THE DREAM 
ia I THOUGHT 
EVERYTHING 


IN 
It | MIDDLE 
| CA ASCHOOL. 


THEN, I 
WENT TO 
SLEEP 
FEELING 
REALLY 
HAPPY... 


THAT‘’S 
WHEN... 


PULLING 
MY HAND. 


Bail bd 


CN Fag 


SEBRSSSERE d 
Bae ak 


ar 


a pone 
gad ola am 


YOU'RE } \ AR. 
ISHIDA! 


DON’T Maal 


| WORRY! HAPPENED 
YOU'RE FINE/ TO SHOKO ! 
YOU’RE 3 
PERFECTLY 
FINE, MR. 
ISHIDA! 


FIRST, WE’RE | 
GOING TO LET 2 OF THETH 
THE DOCTOR | 
EXAMINE YOU, | 

THEN— . 


JUST A 
MOMENT, 
PLEASE. 


MR. * 
ISHIDA? 
WHERE 
DID YOU 
G0? 


12 


Woe cern USrTE Se 

CS UE RCSD 

SE 
Ck S 


ee 
S 


ES 


4, 
setae 
ees 
XAKA 
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LAA 
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aN) 


O56 ax 2S 
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; \ : 7 4 


qaee 
RS 


ee 


RUNNING | 
INTO 
HER IS 
ALMOST 
Too |} 
PERFECT. 


OR 
WHAT IF 
SHOKO 

WAS THE 

GHOST? 


HAT\OLD 
CLICHE? 


i in © RE \ Vesa 
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Go SKB YVCLLP 


Go SKQKLG VEEL 


ALL 
RIGHT? 


BUT 
I’7M FINE 


NOW! 


SO DON’T 
MAKE THAT 
FACE... 


APOLO- 
--eOR X GIZED FOR pty 


FOR EVERY- THAT STUFF 

THING THAT ) I DID WHEN “° 

HAPPENED 
LATER... 


TO LISTEN 


= TO YOUR 
...IT WAS \ BEA VOICE... 


NOTHING 


IT’S 
PRETTY 
CONVINCED \ ~ OBVIOUS, 
MYSELF 1 GOING ON THAN HUH? 


ALREADY THAT WAS ) WHAT PEOPLE 


ALL THERE \ CHOOSE TO 
KNEW WAS TOA TELL ME... 


THAT... /| \KPERSON... 
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eee TO THAT 
BALCONY... 
WHERE... 


I INTER- 


PRETED THE ---EVEN 
STUFF I DIDN’T THEN, 
UNDERSTAND 

ABOUT YOU IN 


WAYS CON- 
VENIENT FOR 
MYSELF... 
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a. 


I KNOW I’M 
NOT IN ANY 
POSITION TO 

TELL You /4 
THIS... ~S 


/ 
/ 
/ 


I DON’T Xi, 
REALLY \ 
WANT YOU 

TO CRY, 


BUT... 


IF 
CRYING 
SOLVES 

ANYTHING 


ee 
{| THERE 
IS... 
SOMETHING 
I NEED 
TO DO 
STARTING 


TODAY. 
veel S 


TO HANG 
EVERYONE | 
MORE. /, 


ME WITH 
THAT. 
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Raa Aa! 


SHOYA... 
BcENSO VB hE Wat 
Z tN FINALLY 
WORRIED 1 oy ae 


YOU... 


op ot, f 
TOKE fa (Fe 


ii o4e 
eel 
ath 
ao 


i | 
idl. 
waper Leese > 


THANKS 
TO YOUR 
HELP, SHOYA 
REGAINED 


CONSCIOUS- 


NESS/ 


f GET UP TOO 


QUICKLY, IT 
WILL GET 
IRRITATED 

AGAIN. 


PLEASE 
LIE IN BED 
FOR A 


WELL, IF 
IT ISN’T 


Sit 7 


oo 


any ial 2S ee | 


COME IN 
AND LET 
HIM SEE 


JUST NOT 
FEELING UP 


“SEE YOU TO IT...I 
SOON, GUESS? 


..NAOKA CAME | COME TO 
EVERY DAY Anis THINK OF IT, 
TO NURSE ME Se, SHOKO DID 


selecugn tt 


SHE ALSO 
TOLD ME THAT 
TOMOHIRO HAS 
BEEN GETTING 
EVERYONE 
TOGETHER ON 
TUESDAYS AND 
RESUMED 
PRODUCTION ON 
THE MOVIE. 


JUST GO 
HOME FOR 
TODAY. 


045009 ait 
AT 


ARRIVED 
AT YOUR 
DESTINA- 


—_ 
== 
7 
HAIR M. C 


7A VAL 


IT’S OKAY, I TOLD HER \\(W\ 
MARIA. YOU WERE 
SHO CAME HOSPITALIZED, 
BACK . 
TO LIFE. 
I GUESS < 
IT JUST 
HIT HER 
WHAT THAT 


/ SHO-TAN, 


WHY’ RE 
WE HAVIN’ 
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IT WILL 


It A so 4/ THAT'S QUITE 
: A ALL RIGHT! COVER THE 


| DON’T WORRY HOSPITAL 
ABOUT ANY- | 


<\. THING LIKE 


ORDER 
SOME 
SUSHI! 


PLEASE 
LET ME 
MAKE 
THINGS 
RIGHT! 


HAVE BEEN 
TOO FOR- 
TUNATE/ 


HMM... IN THAT 
CASE, LET’S 
TAKE THIS... 
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\[ C-COME ON/ 
YOUNE \ EAT MORE! 


TOO 
SKINNY! 


THE WOUND 
ON YOUR 
| BEHIND STILL 


NISHIMI... 
SHO... s\ , —s ot 
SHOKO’S FAY oy Sa : 
SHOULDER? KS sf “wa MAN za 


. Dl 


: | 2a>eeaget 


NO/ 
WHAT 
YOU’RE 
THINKING! 


A 
IG y 
iL j 


THIS IS 


A SERIOUS f 


| 


ey 
df tA 


TONIGHT, 
WHY DON’T 
WE JUST 
LET LOOSE 


YE Le ee 
CEO ee 
ee 


YOU THINK 
THAT’S 
ENOUGH 

OF THAT? 


[rem 
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ae 
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I HOPE THEY }3| 
CAN KNOCK [= 
DOWN ALL 
THE WALLS 
STANDING 


nad 


ig 


*A FOOD MADE FROM FERMENTED SOY BEANS, KNOWN FOR | 


NS 


=<) 
Na 


| 
ia [) 
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SOME OF THE 
STUFF I’VE 
BEEN MEANING 


. 


YOU 
WANT TO 
SEE THE 
INSIDE 


| 


7 


Fert 


A 


if 


ARE YOU 


WHOA! 
SERIOUS, 
Ssis-! 


Ala 


\) 


rose 


\y 


S 


SO THAT WAS 
SHOKO... 


’ HUH. SO 


IT’S BECAUSE \__ 


SHE MET 
A SKILLED 


DID YOU 
KNOW 


STUFF CAN 

J HAPPEN 

_. RIGHT UNDER 

YOUR NOSE, 
H 


=f THEN, INA 
HUFF, HE LEFT, 

ABANDONING 
BOTH THE 

SALON AND 


~~ | OUR FAMILY! 


MEN BELIEVE [f) | \\QC 
WORRY IT! HAWN 
TOO 
MUCH 
ABOUT 
LOSING 
THEIR 


™ 


a 


Se 


in” »~ 


ero 


I CALLED ARE 
A DRIVER Was 
SERVICE, SO ABOUT DRINKING 
IT DOESN’T YOUR CAR,, ~’ 
MATTER! 


NEXT, 
IT’LL BE \ 
ME CHAT- | 
TING LIKE ]\ *. 
THAT... Joo 


Go SKB YVCLLP 


Go SKQKLG VEEL 


seol AM 
GOING TO 
SCHOOL. 


from: Shoko Nishimiya 
Hello 


Everyone said they are going to 
the school festival tomorrow. 
The first showing of Tomohiro’s 
movie starts at 11:30, so I’ll 
meet you at the front gate at 
10:00, okay? 


sub: 
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PURIFIED 
MY 
BODY... 


| 


PRACTICED 
My SMILE. 


\ 


ll 


hy 


fa 


N 


IDES (i 
ia) 
ance 


PRACTICED 
TALKING TO 
EVERYONE. 


I PRACTICED 
APOLOGIZING 
FOR THE 
THOUGHTLESS 
THINGS I 
SAID AT THE 
BRIDGE... 


FROM NOW ON, 
| I WILL LOOK 
EVERYONE IN 
THE FACE AND 
SAY, “GOOD 
MORNING. “ - 


AND 
IWILL 
LISTEN... 
TO THEIR 

- VOICES. 
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Vee || HEY, ISN/T 
gto || THAT THAT 


VOICES. Guy? 


IS HE 
LOOKING 


I DON’T 
REALLY 

FIT IN AT 
SCHOOL... 


I MEAN, 

SURE, 
PART OF IT 

IS IN MY 

ST = MIND, 

PEOPLE’S GooDp [--\ BUT... 

FACES ARE ATTHIS | 

JUST KIND STUFF. +f 
OF ABLUR ,__4 | is 


so T's | 
EASIER 
IF I LOOK 


YOU’LL 
PULL ME 


/ FOR a 
SE rt Faia 


>> 
qn 
nS35 
GOg 


GO ABOUT TO 


IN‘ = START! 


YOUR GIRL- 
FRIEND? 


FAIRY! 
HOW'D‘YA 
LIKE 


Soni 


OH, IT 
STARTED. 


LIKE AN 
OLD-TIMEY 


anim 


ponte a 


V 


SSS 


‘l 


IT LOOKS 
TOTALLY 
THOUGH CHANGED 
THE OLD ONE THE TONE. 
WASN’T VERY 
REALISTIC 


a = Y A) 
Se am 


SS 


TOMOHIRO 
MUST’VE 
LURED IN SOME 
MORE KIDS 
WITH CANDY. 


your teasing! This is my. revengel) 4 :miyou 


ee 


dn’ 


DOES 
THAT MEAN 
THEY WENT 

- 


BACK TO TALK 
TO THEM 
AGAIN 

= 


WATT, 


“— 


ay 
S 
< 
W) 


I live 
BR acer 


iS) mean, 


E?7! 
Does th 


HUH? 
THEY CON- 
VINCED 
THE 
SCHOOL 
TO LET 
THEM 
SHOOT 

THER 


OH YEAH, 


DION’T 
MIYOKO 
MAKE 
THAT 


wow, I 


4A \\ ae 


Foe 


en . : | : 

= fx Cnaa 
= ~ ‘ A 
hasty, \\ 
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You can’t dielyet! 
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SS 
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vetegere ere 


not need that doll. 
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“ARE STIL. 
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OUT THERE: 


wee 


‘THE MOVIE 
SO THAT 
SHOK 


: 7 | OWA 
mn SYETSTO. 


Then, where NOTICE: 


L $ 
am | going? 
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WAIT... 
WHAT 
DIO I 

RUN 
FOR? 

I’M 
SUCH A 
FOOL... 


titty 


Te A 


4) 


Ny 
Nuns 


PAWN 


LOOKING 
AT THE 
GROUND , 


is 
i 
4 
tt 


ACTUALLY 
CAME TO 
MEET YOU 
GUYS FACE 
TO FACE... 


ea ster = 
J el 


Vy coo 
ey 


AT ME... 


DION’T 
INSULT 


ui] / 


“4 


ff 


Tah a 


PUNCHING 
YOU THAT 


IF YOU 
WANT, 
YOU CAN 
ms Back. 
OKAY 
WITH 


ME. 


TOMOHIRO 
CALLS YOU 
“SERIOUS” AND 

‘A PASSIONATE | 
MAN,” LOOKS LIKE | 


FELL, THERE 
WERE BAD 
RUMORS GOING 
AROUND ABOUT 
BUT TOMOHIRO YOU DOING 
‘} TRIED TO CLEAR SOMETHING 


oss UP THE MIS- STUPID 
NOT THAT {| UNDERSTANDING Conk 
ANYONE AND TELL | 
BELIEVED 


EVERYONE THE 


HIM 
THOUGH. 


/ SOTHAT \\ 
YOU’D GET 
BETTER, 


y MIKl, 
2) WE'VE GOTTA 
© GIVE HIM THE 
YOU-KNOW- 
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LIKE THIS f ye 
all 


A 
ii 


/ PRETENDING 
TO BE 
FRIENDS, 


YOU’RE 
MAKING 
MY SKIN 


\ 


UI il! = 
, NN 


ins _ 


THAT 
WAS YOUR 
FAULT FOR 
GETTING IN 

THE WAY! 


YOU'VE SHOYA. 


BEEN 
LIKE WE THROUGH 
HAVEN‘’T SO MUCH... 
CHANGED 


ONE BIT. 


THERE 
ARE SOME 
THINGS 
YOU JUST 
CAN‘T 
CHANGE. 


I THINK 

{ IT’S THE 

TIME YOU 
| | SPEND 

\ TRYING TO 
\ CHANGE... 


eee THAT’S 
MORE 
IMPOR- 
\ TANT. 


--—- : 
AD hii tiy. 4 D HA/ SHUT UP 
1 |e WITH THAT CRAP. 


x Lt. IT’S SO UNLIKE 
SS =a 


y) HEARD YOU 
4 CAME TO SEE 
NOT LIKE ME EVERY 
YOU DAY WHILE I 
| EITHER. 


HURTFUL 


” WHEN 
/ THERE’S TyHINGS 
SO MUCH I ~ 


TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT 


(ee CHECK 
OUT THE 
FESTIVAL 


a 
V/ 

TLS: = 
Se 


| 


DON’T 
PUSH YOUR- |.’ 


ms | SERIOUSLY \ 
Ye OUD Lae PG | | Awesome, 
. RS . ‘_ DUDE. 


I™ 
AMAZED 
HE CAN EVEN} 
SHOW HIS 
FACE AT 
SCHOOL. 
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ARE YOU 
BUSY THIS 
SUNDAY? 


eEeeeat CORA x 
oN OO OC, aS Sa Cs 
Sas — > }, 
NS =e 
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hi \ Wee 1 Ne 
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af 
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f/f wun? is XV, 
| [ SOMETHING | 
| | HAPPENING | 


y 
( 
| 


CAS 


a 


4) 


7 


DON‘T 
YOU OH” . 
ME/ WE DID 
IT/ OUR 
SUDGED a MOVIE MADE 
) Lo IT PAST THE 
PRELIMI- | 
NARIES! /*: 
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FIRST, 
THERE’S THE 
JAPANESE 
CINEMA COORDI- 

NATION COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN-— | 
YOKOSHITA. 


AND THERE’S 


EVEN A SPECIAL 
GUEST COMING: k@ 
STORY AND MULTI- 
MEDIA ANALYST— 
TATSUKI 
HAGATANI! 


HIS SON, THE 
ACTOR AND 
SOMMELIER— 
SOU 


THAT’S RIGHT! 
AND SINCE WE’RE 


WOW, THAT 
GETTING JUDGED BY 


THOSE IMPRESSIVE LIKE AN 
PEOPLE, IT MEANS WE IMPRESSIVE 
ARE IMPRESSIVE \ 
AS WELL/ r = 


IT’S NOT 
NICE TO 
CALL PEOPLE 
“FOOLS.” 


£ ome 
ww, 
hans) 


— 
Xx 


Sil 


IM 
K. 


AS WE 


OH, 
FIGHTING 
BACK THE 
LAUGHTER 

SPEA 


5 
MR. 
? 


I 
1 


YOUR 
MOVIE, 
HAGATANI 
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BEDROOM AT 
NIGHT. 


TOMOHIRO 

IF IT WANTED 
TO WATCH HIM 
MASTURBATE, 
I WOULD HAVE 


PEEPED IN HIS 


PZ 


/ eriogtse 


I BET YOU 
WANTED TO 
BE CHAPLIN, 
RIGHT? THAT’S 
JUST LIKE 
SOMETHING YOU 
LITTLE POSERS 
WOULD DO. 


AW? 
(go | REALLY? 
. | BUT, YOU 
| AMATEURS LIKE ) ! 
| YOU WITH SO LITTLE \ KNOW... 
| EXPERIENCE OFTEN 
| GET TOO FULL OF 
THEMSELVES AND 
| PRODUCE THIS KIND 
| OF DRIVEL. IT’S 
HONESTLY SO 
PRESUMPTUOUS 
OF YOU. 


WAIT... 
I ONLY MUSTACHE 
GREW OF YOURS 
THIS.. @ 


FOR St Da EVEN youR ALL INEED 
oe sort WORK REEKS )10 KNOW: 
JUST How IT ) " OF YOUR pr N 
| RANCID 
NARCISSISM. 


THERE’S 
NO ROOM 
IN ART 
FOR 
EXCUSES! 


“PEOPLE WHO 
CAN'T HEAR“? 
“FOR GOOD LUCK”? 
I CAN SPOT LITTLE £ 
HACKS LIKE 
YOU WHO ONLY 
CARE ABOUT 
OUTWARD 
APPEARANCES! 


IS KNOWING 
WHAT YOU / 


AND THERE’S 
NO SUBSTANCE. 
IT FEIGNS LIKE 
IT’S SOMETHING, 
BUT IT’S NOT. IT 


uf 
_ aa ro ¥ 

aA 
f a 7 


THEN, 
THERE’S 


THE DESIGN 
AND MATERIAL || \ WHE FAIRY 


WERE SO 
CHEAP-LOOKING 
I THOUGHT I 
WAS WATCHING 
A PORNO! 


AND THE 
MUSIC 
THAT WAS JUST 
MELODY AS BAD/ 
WAS TOO 
HEAVY FOR 
WV BEAR IT THE CHEAP- 
4| ANOTHER LOOKING 
| . VISUALS! 


I COULDN’/T 
CONCENTRATE 
ON THE STORY. 


TELL ME 
THE TRUTH, 
TOMOHIRO! 


ae YOU JUST 
THIS IS “> CAMOUFLAGE _ WANTED TO 
EXACTLY THE A> THAT DESIRE > FILM A CUTE, 
KIND OF MOVIE 4” WITH A DEEP PETITE, COSPLAY 
I’D EXPECT “Sy, STORY SO WE'D GIRL, DION’T 
OUT OF A SHOWER IT 
TWISTED WITH PRAISE! 


SICKO LIKE 
YOU! | 


 ER..UH.. es 


THEN, WHY \:. 
DON’T WE 


WHAT DO 


y THEY MEAN, 
DIDN’T MY COSTUME 
ari AT BELONGS IN 


A PORNO? 


YOU’RE 
BLAMING 
IT ALL 


SO THAT’S 


OTHERS, MAYBE HOW THEY 


YOU SHOULD FZ 

CONSIDER THE fs 
PLUS, THEY possiBILiTy YOUR il 
CRITICIZED DESIGN SKILLS 


MIKI AND 
ARENT UP TO 
SATOSHI SNUFF? 


AS WELL. 


MY SCRIPT Ey 
ONLY TURNED 
co Aa ol) WE ALL 
WAY BECAUSE 
I LISTENED } HEARD 


(n 


BN NOTEVEN | 
H CLOSE! IT WAS | 
§) BECAUSE YOU | 
TRIED TO 
STICK IN ALL 


CS THOSE WEIRD 


YOU WANTED : 
FAIRIES/ ELEMENTS: 


AND FANTASY! 
NOT TO 
MENTION 

_X FAIRIES! _/\ 


Z 


yf 
TOMOHIRO! ) F 


EVERYONE 
FELT THE 
SAME WAY! 
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MY COSTUME 
REALLY 
THAT BAD? 


THEN 


HE WENT mEANS 


UP THERE I”s 
DRESSED FATTY’S 
LIKE A LOSER-s FAULT! 


~~ 


IS THAT 
ANY WAY \\ 
| TO TALK TO 
ME AFTER 
I HELPED 
YOU?! 


Mh 


| 


LOUS! 


+ DION'T —/ 
> Isay Z 
YOU WERE 
~ ALL AWE- 
=| SOME?! 


STOP IT, 
SHOYA. 
YOU’RE SO 
PATHETIC... ASK THEM 
TO WATCH 
IT AGAIN. 


DO YOU 
REALLY WANT 
TO BE AC- 
KNOWLEODGED 
BY THOSE 
PIECES OF 
SHIT? 


HERE IS 
YOUR 
FEE: 


YOU HAD 
TO SEE 
THAT. 


WE DID 
IT IN OUR 
SPARE TIME, 
SO WHAT 
DID YOU 
EXPECT? 


DIDN’T I 
TELL YOU 
TO MIND 


C\ BUSINESS, 


Nod 


\ 


THIS 
WAS JUST 
A WAY TO 
KILL SOME 
TIME. 


| (til ih iN | 
| )) 


EVERYONE 
| GAVE THIS 


I DON’T 
WANT PEOPLE 
TO THINK THIS 
IS THE BEST 


ABOUT 30% 
OF MY FULL 


\. POTENTIAL. 


I CAN DO! , 


S ro J : i 
on Pe 


ox 
Z. AK 


HIT THE 
SPOT! 
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aa /\. RAMEN. 


NISHIMIYA 
<u =NN 


THE KIDDY 
LUNCH? 


| 


f ily | Y 
Mr 


| Mn - ( 
Y 


f\ 
y, \ 


| 


TAKE YOUR 
ORDER? 


I’LL GO 
WITH THE 
KIDDY 
LUNCH, 


SHE’S 
LAUGHING 
AGAIN! 


23s 


Se 


sates 


NG 


X\ 


MAN, 
YOU WERE 
REALLY 
COOL OUT 


eS, 
EAE 
S85 


OH, HEY! \\ | 
DID YOU \ 
TAKE ANY 
| 


PICTURES, iy 


LY 
Mj, 
L yy | 


f | 
w/4 


BUT I’VE NEVER 

SHOT AN EVENT 
LIKE THIS BEFORE, 

SO THEY MIGHT HAVE 
COME OUT WEIRD. 


DOWN 
PHOTO IS GIRLS! 


REALLY 
PRECIOUS! 


’ NOT FOR 
S\ six MORE 
| MONTHS! 


GONNA 
BE SOOO 
LONELY 
WITHOUT 
YOU! 


NISHIMIYAS 
ARE HERE. 


OH, 
THESE 


HOW DO 
YOU KNOW 
MIYOKO, 
KIDDO? 


GOT MORE 


YOU WANT 


, 
PHOTOS TO COME 
| LIKE THIS, TO OUR 

NS DON’T YOU?! SCHOOL? 


Pur A - 


(> GREAT! 


YUZURU’S : \ Sal 

STILL NOT LOOKS LIKE \eiE rs 
YUZURU 

GOING TO SETTLED ON 

SCHOOL? A GOOD HIGH 


SCHOOL! 


WHAT IF YOU 
CAN’T EVEN 
GET INTO 
HIGH 


YEAH... 7 


BUT EVEN IF 
I STARTED 
GOING NOW, 
IT’S NOT LIKE TI 
COULD UNDER- 
STAND MY 
CLASSES. 


BETTER 


GET 


GOING 
I TOLD YOU SOON. 


ABOUT! 


YEP! AND I 
GOT PERMISSION ¥ 
TO MISS SCHOOL, 
BOUGHT BUS 
TICKETS, AND 
BOOKED A HOTEL 


THE FAIRY 
COSTUME 
Rl WE MADE J 
S\N TOGETHER! { 


[//}) AREN’T THEY 


POSTING 
THE RESULTS] |. 
ONLINE?! | 1 THAT WITH V7 
I DON’T HAVE| | WITH- MY NAME 


OUT ON IT, DID 


— IE © 
AN = ‘an ns 


EVEN YOU?! | 2 Py 


QELS 


YEAH, 
ISN’T IT 
GOING TO 


ARE YOU 
GONNA DO 
AFTER YOU 
GRADUATE, 


STUCK 
BETWEEN 


YOU’RE 
NOT 
SURE? 
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(db ehat’y 
abated 


O\ ata Ht 


AND I’LL 
CHEER YOU 
ON EVERY 
STEP OF 
THE WAY! 


SHOULD 
DEFINITELY 
GO WITH 
THE ONE 
YOU WANT 


OTHERWISE, 
YOU’LL 
REGRET IT. 


SHE’S 
TRYING TO 
DECIDE 
WHICH TO 

CHOOSE, 


SO? 


WHAT IS 


IT YOU 


YOU 
DON’T 
WANT TO 


ER, 


LET’S SEE... Wy 


I DIDN’T 
KNOW YOU 
WANTED TO 
BE A HAIR- 
DRESSER! 
—“ 


TOO! I’M 

SURE YOU 

CAN DO IT, 
SHOKO! 


WORK IN 
HIS SALON 
WHILE SHE 
EARNS HER 
LICENSE... 


HEARING- " 


| IMPAIRED | 


WOW, BUT 
YOU WANT TO 
STAY IN THE 
AREA, RIGHT, 

SHOKO? 


CAN’T 
60 TO 
TOKYO! 


THERE’S 


ALL A LOT OF 
ALONE... CRIME! 
AND 
BE A TONS OF 
HASSLED 


MURDERS! 
BY & 
WEIRDOS 
/ 


4 we Ie < 


DO YOU 


LS 
A: 
WAS 


REALLY, 
REALLY 


SURE YOUR | | 
MOM WILL SHELL BEY UZURY 

BAWL HER SO LONELY or EVEN ' 
EYES OUT! SHE MIGHT 60ING TO ~ 


DO YOU 
REALLY 
WANT TO 


THAT YOU'D 
MAKE YOUR 
FAMILY 
CRY?! 


SAYS SHE’S 
GOING TO 
~ TOKYO! 


=~ 


= Deeitth 
. A 
\ { 

jit ail 


Aer 


BUT I THINK 
THE OLD SIS 
WOULD HAVE 
JUST QUIETLY 
CHOSEN TO 
STAY NEAR 
HOME. 


THINKING 
ABOUT HER 


So ISN’T 
N THINKING 
I GUESS STRAIGHT 
SHE GOTTHE =! 
IDEA FROM MIYOKO 
AND NAOKA, BUT )~ 
SHE’S NOT LIKE (= 
THEM! SHE 
CANT HEAR/ : 


no RSS 


SHOULD GO 
HOME AND 
CALM DOWN 
A LITTLE, 
TOO. 


WOULDN'T (/ 
2! 


WELL, IF THEY 
DIDN’T HAVE 
THE MONEY OR 
BUT IF SOMETHING, 
THAT’S NOT I’D STOP 
A PROBLEM, 
I’D HEAR HER 
OUT FIRST, 


YUZURU EVEN 
SAID SHE WAS 
GONNA CRY WHEN 
SHOKO LEFT, THE 
POOR KID/ THERE’S SHE GOT 
NO WAY A GIRL 
CAN LIVE IN TOKYO = 
ALL BY HERSELF/ 


ily 


— GO 


2 ll ial 
u Eom OUT OF WHY DON’T 
. FROM YOUR we FOCUS 

MIYOKO. SCHOOL ON EATING 


Te DINNER? 
“en ly CLOTHES. AV 


a 


eosnerennnrtER, 


up 


2 
an 


se 
Lt 
Sel Ae 


ore 


RIS Si 


an 
Sad 


S CRS 
Lo 


i 


pS RRR SO 
i 


j 


| 


Tipe 
i 


t3 


Ww 


4. 
4 


NS 


Lh 
TAIN 


i | 


— 


tl 


TPR, 


Ml 


We 


MU 


Ye 


ZA 
2 a oP 


If DECIDED 
y tm TO STOP 


AND 


Vee 


THE LONG | : Tv | WHY IS IT 
AND SHORT §§ ——— | ee] | THAT I CAN 
OF IT IS ae Y SUPPORT 
THAT I JUST § : — | MIYOKO AND 
HERTOGO. #| = TAG TO TOKYO, BUT | | 
AIS | NOT SHOKO? 


IT’S = a THE WORDS 
NOTHING 1 ee 
BUT PURE \.- (| MY MOUTH, 
SELFISH- |) ~ ; ,{ I REALIZED 

NESS. f = “1 I DIDN’T 
\ MEAN THEM. 


\ ee 


= // 


x 


=) 


IF YOU'RE NA 
THAT WORRIED Y 
ABOUT SHOKO, Y 
WHY DON’T YOU 

JUST GO TO 


Ree 

a 
> = 

4 —_——_ 
SS 


hs 
On. 
| t i— 


I 
| 1a 1) 
i ‘i rr 
. | 
-} | 
| | 


“WW PLEASE, 
| 1 IT ON YOUR 


\ [IT’S NOT 
V LIKE THERE’S 
. ANYTHING 
ELSE YOU 
IS THERE? 


WORRY 
ABOUT THE 
MONEY. 
JUST DO AS 
YOU LIKE. 


Uiabiiaaaitnanscs=23" ttt 
Y 


4 
)) 
Y 


| | 
/ 
Wo 


f 
ee 
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from: Shoko Nishimiya 


suc: Sorry about yesterday 


good reason to go, is it? 


There is Yuzuru to worry 
about as well. And | would be 
lonely leaving my family, not to 
mention you and the others. 


| can earn my license from 
| anywhere, so I’Il work on 
| that closer to home instead 
| of in Tokyo.p(“)q 


'UAalt Cali vuly 


eub: Sorry about Yesterday 


| thought about it a lot since 
yesterday. 

The truth is, a part of me was 
fascinated by Tokyo, but I 
guess that alone isn’t a very 
good reason to go, is it? 


There is Yuzuru to worry 
about as well. And | would be 


anywhere, so Ill work on 
that closer to home instead 


of in Tokyo. p(“ 


“)q 


it 


\ 
t 


eae 
| 


LE 


In 


i 
| 


iE 


ia 


) 


IT’7D BEA 
BIG WASTE 


: \/ WERE YOU 
: ae J _ PLANNING 

YEAH... awa Ne TO GO TOA | 

ALTHOUGH . N f ef LOCAL | 
IT’S NOT LIKE % i ; | COLLEGE, 
THERE’S | | SHOYA? 


SOMETHING I }~ 
REALLY WANT 
TO DO... 


ia "WATCHING 


ARE THERE MY MOM 
ANY WEIRDOS? TEND TO 
OR, WOW, THAT CUSTOMERS 
LAST GUY WAS PUTS ME ON 


SCARY... EDGE... 


I’M THE 
ONLY MAN 
AROUND THE 

HOUSE... 


SO I’VE 


NEVER EVEN 
THOUGHT 
ABOUT 
LEAVING 
HOME... 


YOU GUYS 


weer \- | (roam cece 

MY BEST To \, DECID- 

CONVINCE MY BAIL iat youre 

OHH/ PARENTS! “~~ DOING AFTER WE 
: \ N GRADUATE? 


HEHEH/ 


WHAT? 


YOU DON’T 
IT MEANT ARE YOU KNOW WHEN 
THAT IN LOOKING TO QUIT, 


BUT I HAVE 
TO THINK OVER 
IT A BIT MORE-— 

WHETHER OR 

NOT I WANT 

TO BECOME 

A TEACHER. 


TO START DO YOU, 


I GET THE 


FEELING I 
ONLY THOUGHT 
I FOUND THE 
RIGHT DREAM 


| YEP. 
| I’M GOING } 
| TO KUISE 
UNIVERSITY. 


GOING TO BE 
A TEACHER, 
RIGHT, 
SATOSHI? 


RIGHT NOW, 
WE’RE HIGH 
SCHOOL 
STUDENTS 


eoe@ 


BUT 
ONCE WE 

GRADUATE, 
WE’LL BE 

NOBODIES. 


SO WE’VE 
GOTTA FIND 
WHAT WE 
WANT TO 


YOU 
SHOULD 


THIS IS 
WHAT I 
WANT TO 
DO. 


Ra : 
VSS 


Bin ines 
LN, 


AWA 


HEY NOW, 
SATOSHI! 
IF YOU’RE NOT 
HOW DO _sINTERESTED, 
YOU FEEL YOU’VE GOTTA 
ABOUT TURN HER DOWN 
MIKIZ?/  )\_ FIRMLY! 


AS I LIKE ae | 
KIDS. M2 Sarai 


HIGH ON /\ 
THE LIST./ * 


DRESSER, 


TO BEA 
MOM? 


HAIR 


YOU DECIDE 


WHAT MADE 


WELL, 
IT LOOKS 


42 


1 


YUZU 
WON THE 
doses | AWARD FOR 
$s 2) | EXCELLENCE Af j 
11 IN THE CITY A\ 

ISN’T Ne Ne 

| CONTEST! ee) 
THAT | 


INCREDI- 


YUZU’S HERE 
RIGHT NOW, 

SO WHY DON’T 

\ YOU TAKE HER 
—J| THE JELLY IN 

=f THE FRIDGE? 


CONGRATS 
ON WINNING 


| et 
DON 


S 


YOU LOOK | | | 


GOOD 
IN YOUR 
WINTER 

UNIFORM! 


CAN SEE, 
I SCORED 
RATHER 
TERRIBLY. 
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YOU GO TO 
SCHOOL?! 


HAVE 
MERCY, 
KIND SIR/ 
YOU MUST 
HELP ME. 


/ LOOKS “ 
/ LIKE YOU’VEN 
FINALLY 


GOTTEN JAN yy |W) SHOKO AND 
MOTIVATED, 2 ~ LE , MOM FROM 
HUH? Bp OE one [SPOTTING 


INDEED. 
IT IS 
THAT TIME, 
AFTER ALL. 


MIND IF 
WE TAKE 
CARE OF MY 
\ HOMEWORK 


TO EN ‘\ 
WHY DON’T 


D\| YOU SEE HOw \. x 
MUCH YOU = 
CAN DO BY 
YOURSELF? 


(GRE 
scRUBBA 


oe ONCE WE \\ 
THIS IS |! GRADUATE, MY BEST TO 
ME. WE'LL BE CONVINCE MY 
NOBODIES. PARENTS! 
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SHOKO> 
SAID... 


SHE’S 
GONNA 

GIVE UP ON 
GOING TO 


/ t Guess \ 
IT’S PRETTY 
HARD FOR 
HER TO 
. WITH LEAVE... 
...WITH 7 if BO ME STILL 


THAT 1 IN THIS 


a 7, SHAPE 
\ PHOTO... Fp 


EVERYONE 
PRAISED IT 
AT SCHOOL 
EVEN TODAY... 


PEOPLE 
I DIDN’T 


(3 
SO I’VE 
GOTTA 
Live UP! 
EXPECTA- 
TIONS. 
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.-- YOU 
SHOULD 
STUDY HARD 
~\ AND GETA 
~’ NCHUNDRED. 


\I\¥ you suns \V 
ABOUT THAT? \ 
I SHOULD 
PROBABLY 
AIM FOR 
AROUND 


OR sis 30... 


MIGHT GET 
SO RELIEVED 
SHE ACTUALLY | | 
. RUNS OFF TO [__ 


THAT’S 
FOR THE 
BEST. 


IS 
. 


THEN, 

IT OKAY IF 
I TELL HER 
I SUPPORT 


HER GOING 
TO TOKYO 
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SHE 
THANKED 
ME AND 
SAID SHE 
WOULD 
THINK IT 
OVER 
CAREFULLY... 
=) AND THAT 
SHE WOULD 
SUPPORT 
MY DREAM 
AS WELL. 


vain 

re a 
gud 
C ly 


| AND THE 


OTHERS \\ 
WiLL DO WHAT SHE Be 


THEY Al 


IT’S BEEN 
DECIDED 
THAT 
SHOKO 
WILL GO 
TO TOKYO. 


) 


: “¢ ; Say 


ee Se \ npr Gea _.. LOT 
<—————s = YS ——— \ ar . Sea ED i 

—— SS 2 INGE — 

SS Ee SAA Stoo hs SS Ne 


IF IT’S 
ALL RIGHT 
WITH YOU, 
IT’S ALL 
RIGHT WITH 


MOTHER, 
WHO HAD 


BEEN 
L1 APPARENTLY AGAINST 


SAID OFF- IT... 
HANDEDLY: 


= 
Le 


Etoren = 


—* oP 
14 i> 


ase 


= TA 
; y 
a, = \h a 
Son ne 
Vi 17 oa 


TO DECIDE 
MY FUTURE 
SOON, TOO. 


= 


GRADUATION 


HEY, SIS/ 
\ THIS IS MY 


poe ie : i ee | ea 7 uu 
f és \. y ge — 
\ ‘ ‘ saan mennenaenen gt eats ad \ X 
oe ; a nen mt et . R 
— y A = AN \ 
Py Ss ® . ‘N\ ‘ ", Sy \ < 
\ 4 N Soa ‘ SSNS 
. \ Se 
xt ALN ; \ 
YAN ea 

a > , 
ea |S 
y 


y 
) 
r) 


fa 


il 


P| ae 
aN ZZ j-——$— Tf 


GOING TO) . 


fi (i Nyy) 
lh int 


LIKE HER 
THAT MUCH, 
WHY DON’T 

YOU... 


»2 COME 
an TO TOKYO 
BA WITH US? 


I 


I THINK 


THOUGHT 
ABOUT 
THAT FOR A 
SECOND... (OO 
BUT I’M r } fi 


GONNA STAY is 
I’LL GO TO HERE AND DO ; 
SCHOOL SO WHAT I’VE 
I CAN TAKE ALWAYS FIGURED 
OVER THE I’D DO ONE 
DAY... 


SALON. 


vic. { NOT KNOW THIS, 
BUT THEY’RE K@ 


TOTALLY 


I MEAN, 
THE CERTI- 
FICATIONS 
AND STUFF. 


KNOW! 


NUMBER 


DIFFERENT... 


YOU DON’T 


|/ SHE'S 

7 GOING TO 
BEA 

BEAUTICIAN, 


——- 
—— 


im 


WANT TO BE 
A BEAUTICIAN, 
SHE WANTS 


i) “{¢ 


YOU’RE 
THE ONE 
WHO 
DOESN’T 
KNOW! 


it 


THEY TOLD 
ME NOT TO 
TELL YOU, 
BUT I’M 
GOING TO 
DO IT 
ANYWAY. 


WHEN YOU 
FELL IN THE 
RIVER AND 
ALMOST 


THE ONES 
WHO FISHED 
YOU OUT WERE 
KAZUKI AND 

KEISUKE. 


THEY 
SAID THEY 
ES SPOTTED 

Fl YOU AT THE 
FESTIVAL... 


Xt 


a ay, | es 


BACK IN 
SCHOOL... 


SORT OF 
CHANGED. 


I THINK 
THEY WANTED 
TO ERASE THE 
FACT THAT YOU 
WERE EVER 
FRIENDS... 


La 
Eats A LJ 
7 
x 
Soe i 


--eAN 
AWFUL 
PERSON 


Ce 


vw a lig 


MOUTHED 
SHOKO... 


EVEN 
AFTER 
ALL 
THIS... 


I 
CAN’T 
BRING 

MYSELF 

TO LIKE 

HER... 


I DON’T 
WANT TO 
LIKE HER. 


eal “ff BACK WHEN 
COULD PRE- Sf I WAS STILL 
DICT THEIR fe 
RESPONSES 
WHENEVER I 
SAID SOME- 


| STOOD THE ¢ THING. 
LEAST... 


we || LIKE I KNEW 
OWN FAULT | WF. ~<1 | EVERYTHING 
y "|| ABOUT THEM. 


FEELS LIKE 
I COULD 
OVERCOME 
THAT WHEN- 
EVER. 


I THINK 
YOU’RE 
FINE THE 
WAY YOU 


THE MOTI- 
VATION WILL 
PRESENT 
WHAT YOU ITSELF WHEN 

LIKE AND-_—THE TIME’S 
DON’T ISN’T , qa | fe 
EVERYTHING. A NC 


f E4/ j 
i j 
YG ff 
“yf 


{ TRYING ~S 
TO CHEER | XN 
YEAH. you up... | \ 


ae 


Be £7 WAIT, \ 
-.. Of DIDN’T TELL 
ME THE 


<=. °{ THIRD THING [\S 


USE 
YOUR OWN 
BRAIN FOR 
ONCE, 
FOOL/ 


| | / I DON’T 
THAT GIRL | KNOW WHAT 


HITS YOU | | * 3 SHE’S 
LIKEA Gere gases, THINKING 
HURRICANE. 


WoW, 
fl THE CARP 
Ue HERE HAVE 
A GOTTEN 
HUGE... 


GRADUATE, 
I’M GONNA 
STUDY TO 
BE A HAIR- 
DRESSER! 


y 


nr 
N 


We, 
\ vy, 


AN 
J 


aA 


ION AER’ ae 
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NO, 

UH, WHAT 
I MEAN IS, 
ER, I’M 
NOT JUST 
COPYING 
YOU, 
OKAY? 


I DON’T Y 
WANT YOU 
TO THINK 


I GUESS WHAT Ve 


ny TRY! oo.Y \ . IM 

SAY IS...I DON'T \| 

MS, eae 
BECAUSE, LIKE,I | ! eer 

WANT TO CELEBRATE }) \\ . | 
YOUR BIRTHDAY /& | J) SMI K a 
WITH YOU NEXT —~ enn Fi i 

YEAR! N Dri 


YOU 
UNDER- 
STAND... 


a aS \ N ! / 
EST ML 


--eDO 
OUR 
BEST 
TOGETH- 


\ 


wy 


be 


Mi * 
Af yey iv . 


| TOS) ff 


PLEASE 
BE CAREFUL 
IN TOKYO. 


= ABOUT TO SAY 
IS PRETTY 

EMBARRASS- 

ING, BUT... 


THANK YOU, 
SHOYA, TOMO- 
HIRO. YOU WERE 
BOTH A LOT 
KEEP AN’ OF HELP. 
EYE ON 
YUZURU 
FOR ME. 


COME ON, 
| YA-SHO. 
WHAT YEAH. SAY 
I’VE GOOD- 


BEEN... BYE! 


ISN’T 
THERE 
SOMETHING 
YOU’VE BEEN 
MEANING TO 

TELL HER? /' 


--e MEAN- 
ING TO 
SAY TO 
HER... 


WHAT 


ARE 


Ly 
~) 
S 
~ 


Lay 
y > 

bs 6 
YG 
ID 
RQ 


ME LAST 


IS. 


iya 


You use them like th 


m 


Shoko Nish 


from 
sub 


IT AM 
VERY DIS- 


O 
Lis 
ZO 
Orn 
az 
Qa 
<x 


OH, COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 
DO YOU HAVE THE 
EMAIL ADDRESS 
OF THE GUY WHO 
HANDLED THE 
MUSIC FOR THE 
MOVIE, TOMO- 


GOING TO 
FRANCE 
TO STUDY 


WANT TO ASK 
TO THE COM- 


ING-OF-AGE 
CEREMONY. 


—_ 
SS 
i 


SUIMON 
MUNICIPAL 


Go SKBLG VLD 


Go SKQKLG VEEL 


ff 
t 
tee" 
a 


Sh 


iA HAE ISHIDA 


IL we 
— ao es 1 be NW, aa Scetstesaeses 5 6 : 
=| rca PRINS OS a 
: & = : = 


BUT 
IT’S CUTER 
THIS WAY. 


JEEZ! THIS IS iy \\ 
WHY I TOLD iW 
YOU TO GET SS GS’) \A 
YOUR THINGS : YA ac a, 
TOGETHER : | | any 
YESTERDAY! (= —— 


7 | 
ACU 


Lt 


etfllll ti 


ST 
a 


GOOD 
MORNING, 


ERSREERREDEREEEER ERE SER BAe 


OHH/ SO 
SHOKO’S 
THEY’RE DOING 
PUTTING ON THEIR 
THEIR KIMONO 
THEMSELVES, 
TOO. ISN’T 
THAT IMPRES- 


eee 
SO SAN 


e 
JS fi if +e 
4 fF - —~ 
: a 
Y 
4 y 


f 
LLLLLLILILLLA 


MIYOKO AND 

NAOKA ARE 
APPARENTLY 

KNOW WHAT GOING TO 
MY GIRL IS START THEIR 
GOING TO OWN BRAND. 


IT’S GREAT | FOUND 


/ 
it 
i 


THAT 
PEDRO YOUR 
IS BACK. NECKTIE... 


) 
Y HEY, 
\ PEDRO! 
SO YOUR YOU DON’T 
FAMILY IS ae a 
Salad LOOKING 


FOR TIES/ 


GOTTA FIND 
A JOB SO WE |} 
CAN SUPPORT |} 
THIS CHILD! 


LEAVING 
FOR THE 
CEREMONY! 


WHAT’RE 
YOU 


WS 


‘ 
j ext 


Ns 


aN 


THAT’S 
RICH 
ga Na . . J) COMIN’ {| YO, SHOYA/ 
; -<-d FROM You,|| I GUESS \__. 
Seen ie « THE CLOTHES 
8 = || REALLY DO 


Os 
WR 
ES 


A 


OFF THOSE 
CHICKEN 


THERE * 
YOU ARE, 
POOP HEAD. 


I 


WON’T QUIT QUIT IT WITH 
ANYTHING, THE SEXUAL 

THE SEXUAL HARASS- 

HARASSMENT MENT. 


OR MY POOP 
HEAD. 


ALSO, MY 


NEXT FILM’S 
THEME IS 
\ DIDN’T WE FRIENDSHIP. 
y YOU’LL HELP 
WS JUST FILM me, RIGHT? 
PLUS, YOU ° 
KEEP USING 


THE “FRIEND- 
SHIP” THEME, 
BUT THE 
JUDGES KEEP 
TELLING 
YOU YOU’RE 
NOT CUT OUT 
FOR IT/ 


on {fl AS 
, SARL MIKI 
OVER oo a) AMET LONG TIME 


HERE, | —/f.\» | Yew 
SATOSHI! | & Ji: Ree 


Bel 
ee 
ae 


Ya Sri Se ee 


I STILL 


WHERE’S 
SHOKO 
AND THE 
OTHERS?! 


AT THIS 
RATE, I’M 
GONNA END 
UP AS AN 
ACTOR 
ATTACHED TO | 
AN UNPOPULAR Ja 
DIRECTOR. £@ 


.-COMING 
OUT IN THIS 
COLD TO... 


WUT 


=U 


a 
=== 
aia SE 


ARE YOU 


LOOKIN’ 
FORWARD 
TO IT, 
MASHI! 


== 


X : oe 
SAHEME 
LADIESAND \ 


GENTLE- [| )/ 
MEN... 


Lu 
! Spe 
et AE 


RIGHT! 
EVERY- 
BODY 

| HERE?! 


‘é 
(A, Ss 
KI 

HN 


PA 
Ny 


a 


So op 


FO 
SARA Y 


SX, 


Boa 


LS. 
SA 


: 

Get 

et, 
ae 


Gsireat] 
Tha SR 
7 eee 


THIS GOES 
STRAIGHT 

O |=! LETS INTO THE 

WHAT © MEET UP | REUNIONS, 
IS IT? AGAIN To- | SO,WANNA 


NIGHT AND ae 
GRAB SOME 
FOOD! 


SOUNDS 
GOOD! 


I 
SPOTTED 


y 


Sy) : 
y 


| fA 


2) 
S 


meer, 
VAN ET Sees 


ye 
= 


p (eam ¥, 


———— 


WN 


———— 


D 


Z, So 


? IT’S THE Nf 
 COMING-OF- OH, 


AGE CEREMONY 
AND YOU TOMO- 


STILL DON’T 2 


IVE GOT 
FRIENDS. 


Z00N7| 


4 aS 
iF fi 


OH, YOU 
NOTICED? 


IT’S FROM 
SOMEONE 
WHO WON’T 
QUIT BUGGING 
ME ABOUT 
BEING THEIR 
PARTNER. 
THEY’RE 5/11”, 
GORGEOUS, 
AND A PRESIDENT 
FOR A FASHION 
BRAND. 


WHERE’D 
YOU GET 
THAT 
RING?! 


WITH US, 
THERE’S yUZURU. 


SS 5 % i 
‘Za 


AH... 


ON THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THAT DOOR... 


iniataina Tr 


eel LLL EDAD af 


{te Pecan mt S308 a en A a rT rae 


I SPACED 
OUT FOR A 
SECOND 


ay 


(as 


YOU MIGHT 
GET SICK 
OF HOW 


=| wHoLesome B=, 
AND FULL OF 


HOPE IT 


SHOKO... 


BUT NOW, 
EVEN THAT 
FUTURE... 

LOOKS 

BRIGHT 

TO ME. 


OTHER 
SIDE 
OF THIS 
DOOR... 


R 
tT 
= 


EVER IS 
ON THE 


THOSE 
DOORS 
AT ANY 
TIME... 


AND I 
CAN OPEN 


IS 
PROBABLY 


THAN 
oe 


MORE 
THA 


BUT 
THERE’‘S 


YOU’RE 
NER- 
VOUS? 


0 
A 
ANS 
a 


nN 


<A 


\s 
4 


eS 


| 


\ 


Wik 
\ Ni 


Nh 


\ 


A 


Go SKB YVCLLP 


Translation Notes 


Japanese can be a difficult language for some readers, and translation 
is often more art than science. For your edification and reading 
pleasure, here are notes on some of the places where we could have 
gone in a different direction with our translation, or where a Japanese 
cultural reference is used. 


A Thousand Paper Cranes, p.87 

The senbazuru is made up of a thousand origami cranes held togeth- 
er by string. It is often given to the sick or injured as a get-well gift. 
This is because in Japanese, -zuru means crane. There is a saying that 
goes, ‘a crane lives a thousand years; a turtle ten-thousand. Thus, 
cranes are lucky symbols; the thousand cranes bring good fortune 
and health for a long life. 


Coming of Age Day, p.168 

The Japanese holiday, Seijin no Hi, or Coming of Age Day falls on the 
second Monday of January every year. It is a day to recognize a 
20-year-old as an adult and celebrate them. All those who have turned 
20 in the past year, or are about to, are invited to the ceremony. It is 
usually held locally, or broken up by prefectures. Attendees dress for- 
mally, and traditional Japanese attire is still common. This is also an 
opportunity for the young women to wear a special kimono called 
furisode. Shoko and the girls are wearing furisode (see p.179), which are 
distinguishable by their very long sleeves. 


Created by 
Tow Ubukata 


Rune Balot was a lost girl with 
nothing to live for. A man 
named Shell took her in and 
cared for her...until he tried 

to murder her. Standing at 

the precipice of death, Rune 

is saved by Dr. Easter, a private 
investigator. He uses an 
experimental procedure known 
as “Mardock Scramble 09” on 
Rune, and it grants her extra- 
ordinary abilities. Now, Rune 
must decide whether or not to 
use her new powers to help Dr. 
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Easter bring Shell to justice. But, does she even have the will 
to keep living a life that’s been broken so badly? 
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